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“OH LORD, REVIVE THY CHURCH 


BEGINNING 


This motto hung above the chair- 
man’s desk at the South China re- 
gional retreat conference which met 
in the Union Theological Seminary, 
Canton, March 17-28. The con- 
ference was the firet of the series 
being called under the auspices of the 
National Christian Council in order 
to afford an opportunity for the 
representatives of the different church- 
en and other Christian organizations 
to consider together the effects of the 
momentous changes of the part few 
years upon the life of Christiane and 
the work of the churches in South 
China, and to confer regarding those 
aspecte of Christiau work which need 
to be specially stressed in the years 
immediately ahead. The conference 
was attended by about eighty regular 
members from different parts of 
Kwangtung, including the island of 
Hainan, and from Hongkong, and by 
an almost equal number of visitors. 
It was the most representative inter- 
church gathering held in South China 
for a number of years, and was deeply 
appreciated. 


At the request of the South China 
Committee on Arrangements, Dr. 
C. V. Cheng led the daily devotional! 
exercises, and it was in these periods 
of fellowship together in thought and 
prayer, and through his simple 
messages regarding Our Lord and His 
ministry, made more vivid by his 
visit to Palestine last year, that en- 
couragement and fresh vision came to 
all and made the gathering not 
merely a discussion gronp but a new 
and inspiring fellowship for Christian 
service. 


FROM MER 


The most important act of the con- 
ference was the decision to unite in a 
forward evangelistic movement, and 
with this end to issue a call to their 
fellow-Christians throughout the 
southern provinces. The resolution 
on this subject, one of the few adopt- 
ed, is as follows: 


In order to hasten the (ulfilment 
of Christ's last commission, to meet 
the deep religious needs of our people, 
and to vitalize the spiritual life of 
our fellow-Christians, we, after fer- 
vent prayer and careful consideration, 


1) Earnestly request the Church 
in South China and in the whole 
nation to consolidate all their Chris- 
tian forces, and by individual and 
united effort to carry out a vigorous 
evangelistic movement, in the hope 
that within the next five years the 
number of Christians will at least be 
doubled. At the same time special 
care should be taken that those who 
join the Christian Church should 
clearly understand the meaning of 
following Christ. 


(2) We request this conference to 
setup a committee to communicate 
with the churches in South China as 
to the policy and plans for carrying 
out this movement. 


(3) We request all the variou® 
Christian bodies, such as the govern” 
ing body of each Church, the 
Christian Federations in different 
places, all missionaries, educational 
and medical institutions, Young 
Men’s and Young Women’s Christian 
Associations, literature societies, 
Church papers, etc., to join unitedly 
in this campaign. 
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„We request the National 
Christian Council to join with us in 
this campaign, and to assist in its 
promotion and plans in the hope that 
united action throughout the whole 
of China may be secured.”’ - 


This sense of need of some definite 
call to the Christian forces to move 
forward grew in strength day by day 
as attention was centered on the 
conditions in the churches themselves 
and on the great masses of peuple 
outside of them. It was clearly te- 
cognized that the membership of the 
churches has decreased asa result of 
the anti-Christian movement, but 
thie lose in numbers was rewarded as 
having left the Church purer than 
before, more alert as to ite task, more 
ready to accept reep neibility for 
bringing the people of South China to 
Christ, and did not, therefore, at 
first secom to weigh very heavily upon 
those who gathered. 


As the conference faced together 
the immensely difficult task to which 
God is calling his followers, the con- 
viction grew, as it did in the meeting 
onthe Mount of Olives a year ago, 
that they were being challenged to a 
more faithful witnessing to the truth 
that is in Chriet Jesus and a more 
heroic living of the Christian Gospel. 
In the words of one of the speakers: 


We all admit that there ie a great 
poverty of spiritual life in the 
eburches in all lands and in all of us 
here. We are all living below the 
level on which God wants us to live. 
We work under conditions where it is 
too easy to lose sight of God. We 
sre too easily dominated by our 
organizations, and we become occupied 
in matters of secondary importance. 


“The vision of God is the matter of 
Kirst importance. A good many of 
us find it easier to preach about some 
problem than to speak of God in our 
own experience, and God as revealed 
in Jesus Christ, which is the heart of 
the Christian message. We are far 
too often overtaken by a weariness in 
our work, and we continue as a 
matter of duty and not of happiness 
and love. When men really see God, 
above all in Jesus, and what He has 
done, and above all in the Cross, 


then we feel the love of God in our 
hearts constraining us to do all we 
can to serve Him. Movements that 
have gratitude in duty at the heart of 
them have turned the lives of com- 
munities upside down. 


would accuse myself, and each 
one of yo would acevse yourself, of 
not being in dead earnest to give up 
everything else in the world that we 
may got thie fresh vision of God. 
And if we are not in earnest quite, or 
ifwe are lukewarm, may it not be 
that we shall belp one another best 
by joining with a few othera in some 
mall intimate croupand wrestling 
together in prayer with this problem 
and not letting go until our own 
hearte are burning within us as the 
Master talks with us in the way. 

Thus there came the sense of a new 
divine call to the group who gathered 
at Canton to seek for themselves and 
their fellow-Chrietians a deeper re- 
alization of God and afresh dedica- 
tion of their lives to the work of His 
kingdom as they heard afresh His 
call: Follow me, and | will make 
you to become fishers of men. 


SOUTH CHINA RETREAT 
CONFERENCE 


Four main topice were dealt 
with: The present condition of the 
churches in South China and plans 
for the task immediately ahead: re- 
ligious education in the city churches: 
& more adequate program for rural 
work; and co-operation between the 
churches and missions. 


During @ne day the conference 
broke up into four groups, each one 
of which dealt with one of the above 
topice. The results of these delibera- 
tions were reported to the conferenee 
as a whole in the form of findings 
and were discussed and adopted. 


The Present State of the Church 


That the Church has lost many 
members was admitted, but just how 
many and what had become of them, 
how many had renounced their faith 
and how many had merely moved 
away Or migrated to the South Seas, 
was not fully known. 


The reasons for these losses are the 
same as in other parts of China; the 


‘practicable, 


anti-Christian movement, the com- 
munists, civil war, brigands. One 
of the best informed Chinese pastors 
reported that the majority of Chris- 
tians are cold, lack energy, manifest 
no eagerness for an advance. The 
churches are not maintaining as they 
should their hold upon the youth. 
Moreover, most Christians do not 
really know what they want the 
Church to do.“ 


On the other hand, it was felt that 
there have been some valuable gains. 
The churc!.ee have been humbled and 
have been led to face afresh both 
their message and their task. For 
Christ's sake many have suffered 
hardehip. A new sense of interest 
in and responsibility for the Church 
has been developed, and many are 
eager for a fresh vision of God and 
for power to live a truer Christian 
life. 


Emphasis was laid upon the urgent 
necessity of training a stronger lay 
leadership upon which much reliance 
must be placed in any great advance 
of the Church. Various methods of 
doing this were suggested, but they 
all came back to the deepening of the 
spiritual life of the individual and of 
the family. The need of reguiar 


family worship was accordingly 
stressed. 


Dr. C. 8. Miao, of the China 
Christian Educational Association, 
spent some time in Canton before 
the meeting, working with the con- 
mittee that was responsible for lead- 
ing the discussion on Religious 
Kducation in the city churches. A 
valuable discussion was held, and 
proposals were made of a variety of 
religious educational projects for use 
in the churches. 


In connection with this report the 
question of exieting helps for Sunday 
school and for religious education 
classes was discussed. There was a 
very general feeling that the present 
lesson helps available are far from 
satisfactory and that the churches 
themselves should give far more 
serious consideration to this ex- 
tremely important aspect of their 
work. Individual action by each 
church body was not felt to be 
both because of the 
difficulty and wastefulness of dealing 
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with the literature question in that 
way,and aleo because the need for a 
considerable variety of lesson materi- 
al is due not so much to denomina- 
tional differences as to differences of 
age, education and religious back- 
grownd of those for whom it is 
prepared. 


The conference paseed a resolution 
requesting the N. C. C. to make a 
thorough investigation of all religious 
education material for ue in China, 
especially Sunday echovol material, 
with a view to providing material 
suitable for use in China at the pre- 
sent day. 


Great interest was manifested in 
the subject of an enlarged program 
for the rural church. A group of 
those actively engaged in work in 
rural districte in South China met 
repeatedly before the conference. 
They were avsisted by Mr. Chang 
Fo-liang, the recently appointed 
rural work secretary of the N.C.C., 
who spent several weeks in South 
China in preparation fur this meeting. 


The need of a quickening of the 
spiritual life of church workers and 
of all church members was regarded 
ar the most fundamental need. This 
must precede any forward movement 
in evangeliem. Various suggestions 
were offered as to ways and means by 
which most help could be given under 
exieting conditions. 


The commission on this subject 
brought in some very practical con- 
crete recou:mendations, such as that 
each denomipation should have a spe- 
cial rural prugram in which spiritual 
revival and religious training should 
have the first place, but in which 
mass education, assistance to the 
economic uplift through improved 
agriculture, home industries, etc., 
and also health education, should 
have a part. 


In the matter of co-operation of 
church and mission it was to be 
expected that a conference in South 


‘China would endorse the general 


positions taken at Jerusalem and by 
the China delegation to that meeting. 


Of special interest are the following 
findings: 


4 


The Place of the Mission 


We believe that the time is ripe 
in South China for the realization of 
the complete autonomy of the Chinese 
Church. Therefore the administra- 
tion of the various forms of work 
hitherto carried on by the Missions 
should be transferred to the Church 
as s00n as possible, 


From the time of the transfer of 
any part of the Mission’s wark to the 
Church, the Mission should cease to 
exercise authority over it. 


The allocation of mission aid both 
in personnel and funds should like- 
wise be committed to the Church. 


Status and Future Contribution of the 
Missionary 


‘Missionaries from the Older 
churches’’ of Europe and America 
should be sent at the call of the 
Younger Chinese hurch. 


Their assignment to work should 
be made by the Chinese Church in 
consultation with the individuc! con- 
cerned. 


** Missionaries receiving their as- 
signment by the Church shall be 
directly responsible to the Chinese 
Church, and their status shall be the 
same as that of the Chinese Church 
workers. 


We register our conviction that 
for a long time to come the missionary 
has an important place in the 
Chinese Church; we would therefore 
submit to the N.C.C. the suggestion 
that that body investigate carefully 
the types of missionaries needed and 
th. training they should receive for 
the work required within the Chinese 
Church. 


Principles of Finance 


“The ‘Younger Church” in South 
China will be able to carry a gradual- 
ly increasing share of the financial 
burden. 


o this end we recommend that 
definite steps be taken at once by each 
Church to inaugurate a movement 
for the education and training of the 
entire church membership in the 
principles and practice of Christian 
stewardship. 


In view of the fact that the work 
of the Christian Church in South 
China as planned, developed and 
administered hitherto by the various 
Missions, involves heavy financial 
obligations upon the administrating 
Church body, we recommend that the 
Missions in traneferring administra- 
tive functions upon the Church in 
South China hold themselves re- 


sponsible for a period of years (a) to 


make an annual grant to the Church 
equal in amount to that spent by the 
Mission at the time of transfer for the 
work thus transferred: (b) to make a 
further grant to the Church to enable 
it adequately to carry the new re- 
sponsibilities for administrative work, 


While we endorse heartily the 
principle of gradual reduction of 
subsidies from abroad to established 
work, and the use of funds thus 
released in opening new work, we 
recommend that this principle be 
applied on the basie of careful in- 
vestigation into each specific situation 
only, and not as a uniform or 
arbitrary rule of procedure. 


We believe that one of the most 
fruitful fields of co-operation between 
the Missions and the Chinese churches 
lies in the assistance which the former 
can give to the latter in training, 
supporting and encouraging an 
adequate Chinese leadership which ig 
essential to the development of a 
Church-centrie Christian movement.“ 


Agencies of official intercourse between 
Older and Younger Churches 
We believe that all official inter- 
course as between the older and the 
younger churches should be between 
the respective Mission Boards and the 
highest courts (or national court 


where such exists) of the Church in 
China. 


Some of the divisional and dioces- 
an synods and church associations in 
South China and elsewhere have 
been clamouring for the privilege 
of direct approach to the missionary 
societies in Europe and America. A 
frank facing of what would be in- 
volved in such an approach, both for 
the Chinese churches themselves and 
for the missionary societies, led to 
the above resolution, 
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Hongkong Meeting with 
Dr. John R. Mott 


Some thirty-five persons, mostly 
members of the South China retreat 
conference and chosen by it, spent all 


of March 25 in Hongkong in confer-. 


ence with Dr. Mott, who was travel- 
ing from Manila to Japan. if. Mut 
poke on the #icnificance of the 
Jerusalem meeting, and diecussed 
dome of the matters that had been 
hefore the Canton mecting, and aleo 
the need of giving a far larger place 
in the Christian movement in China 
to-day to Christian literature. Dr. 
Mott had been invited to attend the 
Canton conference but was prevented 
from doing so by hie other appolat- 
mente. 


— — — 


SEVENTH ANNUAL MEET- 
ING OF THE N. C. C. 


The election of members to the N. 
C. C. by the differeut Church bodies 
has been proceeding somewhat slowly 
owing to the difficulty of securing 
tion by nati nal churches that only 
meet once a year or even only once 
every three or four years. Many 
churches which are in the habit of 
holding an annua! meeting have not 
met since the decision as to the basis 
of representation on the N. C. C. in 
the future was reached at the annua! 
meeting in October 1925. 


Some churches have found the 
election of members particularly 
difficult since they have no inter- 
aynodical organization, and the 
council is seeking to deal with «ach 
denomination as a unit. In one 
province no porsi.le means has been 
found to secure an election by the 
Christians of churcbes established b 
the same mission, even though bot 
the Christians themselves and the 
missionaries in the area are desirous 
of electing. a representative to the 
Council. 


Nine church bodies, representing 
220,790 communicants, which is 
probably considerably over one-half 
of the communicant membership of 
the Christian Church (excluding, of 
course, the Roman Catholic Church), 
have already elected the fifty-two 


members to which they are entitled; 
while eight additional church bodies, 
with a communicant membership of 
approximately 87,000 more, are 
engaged in the process of electing their 
twenty-#ix members. In addition, the 
National Christian organizations have 
elected the eighteen members to 
which they are entitled. This is the 
same number that was allutted to 
there organizations when the N. C. 6. 
was organized in 1922. 


The members thus elected by the 
churches and other Christian bodies 
replace the present membership of 
the N. C. C., the only members on 
the present Council not so replaced 
being seven of the members of the 
Executive Committee (not elected by 
theabove bodies) and of the “"Twenty- 
five Group”’ who, by action of the 
Council at ite meeting last October, 
continue as members of the Council 
until their successors are elected at 
thie Annual Meeting. 


The Council will meet this years on 
the beautiful campus of the Hangchow 
Chrietian College. The meeting is to 
begin on the evening of May 18 and 
close on May 25 in time to enable the 
members to catch the noon express 
for Shanghai. 


Unlees there should be a serious 
interruption of traffic, thie Annual 
Meeting should prove to be both the 
best attended and the most important 
meeting which the Council has ever 
held. It will be the largest and most 
widely representative. It comes ata 
time when the churches all over the 
country are beginning to recover 
from the setback of the past few years 
and are looking forward withexpect- 
ation tothe future. It will have been 
preceded by a series of retreat 
conferences carefully prepared for, 
and will thus have the benefit of the 
counse] of several hundred people in 
different parts of China carefully 
chosen by their own organizations, 
and will be able to gather up and 
carry forward the recommendations 
of those meetings. 


It will be the first directly 
representative Council meeting, and 
this is in itself a very definite sign of 
of the desire of the churches to make 
their combined work as effective as 


possible. It will leave the Council 
freer to act on behalf of itsconstit- 
uency, for it will represent directly, 
and be responsible only to, those 
churches and Christian organizations 
which definitely signify their desire 
to share in its work. | 


The council will have the benefit of 
the presence of Dr. John R. Mott 
during most of the meeting. His 
intimate and official relationship to 
the missionary societies in Europe 
and Awerica will prove of great 
asfistance to. the Council in all 
matters requiring the co-operation of 
the churches of the West with those 
in China in carrying forward the 


work of the Christian Church in this 
land. 


VISIT OF DR. JOHN R. MOTT 


Dr. Mott hae been Japan attending 
a meeting of the National Christian 
Couneil of the country and other 
gatherings. After a brief visit to 
Korea he proceeded to Moukden 
and at the special request of the 
Manchuria Christians he will, with 
Dr. C. y. Cheng, hold a brief retreat 
conference on April 24-15. He is 
due to reach Peipine in time to 
attend the North China regional 
retreat conference, and will thereafter 
be present also at the conferences in 
Hankow and Shanghai and at the 
Annual Meeting of the N. C. C. in 
Hangchow. 


Dr. Mott has been traveling con- 
tinuously since last December attend- 
ing conferenves in India and Burma, 
the Straite Settlements and Manila. 
His intimate relation to the mission- 
ary societies in Europe and America: 
his extended visite to other lands, on 
this and on previous occasions, in 
which he has had unusual opportuni- 
ties of meeting with representative 
Christian workers of all denomina- 
tions; and his connection with the 
youth of many lands through the 
V. M. O. A. and the World Student 
Christian Federation, have afforded 
him unique opportunities of acquaint- 
ing himself with the expansion of 
Christianity in this generation. 
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Dr. Mott comes to China, as he has 


‘gone to these other lands, on this trip 


primarily to follow up the Jerusalem 
meeting and to study how the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, to which 
he is now devoting the major portion 
of his time, may be able to be of 
greater help in the spread of Chris- 
tienity. He will, however, give some 
time to a meeting with the secretaries 
of the National Committee of the 
Y.M.C.A. in Shanghai while the 
East China Retreat Conference is in 
session. 


RETREAT CONFERENCES 


AHEAD 
Moukden April 24, 25 
Peiping April 28 - May s 
Hankow May 5-9 
Shanghai May 18-16 
Moukden 


Plane for the above retreat con- 
ferences are progressing. the one at 
Moukden was not in the original 
plane, but as in 1913, so again this 
year, the friends in Manchuria desire 
to hold a brief meeting of their own, 
in view both of the fact that last 
autumn a very representative gather- 
ing of one hundred and fifty Christian 
workers in the province devoted a 
week to the consideration ofthe results 
of the Jerusalem Meeting, and of the 
further desire that a larger number of 
Christians in Manchuria should have 
the opportunity of meeting and 
conferring with Dr. Mott. 


Peiping 


The study of the Christian workers 
needed by the Church has been 
proceeding. This is the subject to 
which the Committee on Arrange- 
ments for the North China Conference 
desires that the major portion of the 
time should be given. Since the 
beginning of the year a committee 
hae been at work making a study of 
the churches in North China. Com- 
miesions have gone to Shansi, Shan- 
tung, Paotingfu, South Hopei. and 
are planning to go to Changli and 
Tientein. An independent study of 
this and of other related problems 


has been made in Manchuria. The 
commission will embody the results 
of these investigations in a report 
which will be presented to the 
Conference. 


The North China Conference pro- 
poses to spend one full day on the 
discussion of the Paid Worker, 
including a review of the present 
rituation, the type of training needed, 
the use to be made of them, and the 
outlook for the future. A second day 
will be given to Chinese Volunteer 
Workers, and a third to the Migsion- 
ary Worker. 


A discussion of all these will make 
possible the testing of the Jerusalem 
findings as they apply to the work in 
North China. 


The whole conference will divide 
up into groups, one section studying 
the above questions fiom the point of 
view of urban and the other from the 
point of view of rural neede. 


In this, as in the other Retreat 
Conferences, special emphasis will 
be laid upon the devotional and 
inspirational side of the meetings. 
Dr. C.Y. Cheng has been invited by 
each of the Committees on Arrange- 
ments to take charge of the Sunday 
Retreat preceding the Conference and 
of the daily devotional periode. Dr. 
Mott has also been asked to givea 
religious address at each meeting. 


Hankow 


It has been feared by some that the 
disturbed political atmosphere in 
Central China might seriously inter- 
fere with the holding of the Hankow 
meeting. Plans for the retreat con- 
ference are, however, proceeding, and 
it is expected that there will be a 
good representation of the varied 
Christian interests in Honan, Hupeh 
and Hunan, and that the Szechwan 
members of the N. C. C. will also be 
present. 


The Central China Conference 
desires especially to emphasize work 
in rural areas. They will be assisted 
in their preparation and discussion of 
this subject by the study now being 
made in North China and-by the 
work of the South China Committee 
on similar lines. 


Mr. Chang Fu-liang is now in 
Hankow and it is hoped that Dr. 
T. C. Bau, chairman of the N. C. C., 
may be able to follow him on his trip 
up river. 


Shanghai 


Rev. K. T. Chung, executive sec- 
retary of the East China Conference, 
reports that the meeting will begin 
with a retreat on the Sunday after- 
noon, an all-day meeting on Sunday 
being found difficult to arrange in 
Shanghai in view of obligations of 
members who will be in attendance 
at the meeting. 


The meetings will be held in the 
Church of Our Savior on Dixwell Road 
which has been chosen because of the 
opportunity it affords of housing the 
delegates in the adjoining School 
buildings. 


The Committee on Religious Educa- 
tion of the N.C.C. is making special 
studies of the subject of religious 
teaching in typical churches in 
several cities in the Lower Yangtze, 
and will be prepared to bringin a 
report to the meeting. 


In a study of the local churches the 
following topies are receiving at- 
tention: 


Questions related fo the strengthening 
of individual congregations. The 
deepening of the life of Christians; 
the increasing of the size of Christian 
membership; recruiting and training 
of lay and ministerial leadership; the 
winning and holding of young people; 
the development of self-support and 
self-government; the correlation of 
internal activities of the Church. 


Questions related to the community. 
Promotion of aggressive evangelism; 
promotion of civic betterment. 


Questions related to the co-operation 
of local churches. How to work out 
a united policy for the local Christian 
community. Effective co-operation in 
research and promotional 3 


Three main ha ve 
decided on by the Committee 3 
consideration at this conference: 


1. Religious Education, especially 
as it affects the various activities of 
the churches; how it may be wisely 
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Organized and skilfully directed to 
educate the entire church constitu- 
ency, adults, youth, children, etc. 


2. Church life and work in cities. 
How the individual congregation can 
be strengthened; meeting the op- 
portunities open to the church; 
development of lay and ministerial 
leadership; promotion of aggressive 
evangelism; how the churches can 
co-operate more effectively, etc. 


8. The relation between the Older 
and Younger Churches. Consideration 
of such topics as the place of the 
mission; the status and future 
contribution of the missionary; and 
principles in regard to the financial 
basis of support of the indigenous 
Church, ete. 


The Call to Prayer 


A call to prayer for these meetings 
and for the annual meeting of the 
N. C. C. that ie to follow has been 
issued by Dr. C. Y. Cheng. Copies are 
being sent to all members who are 
attending the Conferences and to 
members of the N. C. C. Additional 
copies are available and may be had 
by applying to the Council’s office. 


THE LITERATURE CONFER- 
| ENCE 


Plans are progressing for the hold- 
ing of this conference in Shanghai 
May 17 and 18. What is desired is 
the working out of some plans by 
which a far larger place may be given 
to Christian literature in China in the 
programs of all of the churches and 
missions. The literature-producing 
agencies all feel that they are doing 
the best they can under the circum- 
stances. It is very doubtful whether 
the churches and missions are. There 
has been a tendency on the part of 
the latter to throw the responsibility 
too largely upon the literature socie- 
ties without giving them adequate 
support. 


Notwithetanding all that one hears 
about the meagerness of existing 
Christian literature, the undoubted 
gaps that need to be filled, and the 
unsatisfactory character of some of it, 
there is no question but that much 
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available literature is suitable for 
to-day and could, and should be far 
more widely used, were the authori- 
ties that control the budgets and 
programs of the churches and 
missions to take their responsibility 
for its use more seriously. 


It is hoped that in the forthcoming 
meeting each of the literature agen- 
cies, churches and missions, invited 
to send a representative will be re- 
presented by the person best able to 
contribute to the success of the 
meeting. 


The conference should seek to die- 
cover a more satisfactory method of 
distribution. Present distribution is 
both wasteful and unsatisfactory and 
accounts to a considerable degree for 
the relatively small sales of Christian 
literature as compared with the need. 


The Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
is the only ome that bas in the past 
made adequate provision for the 
handling of ite literature The 
China Baptist Publication Society is 
about to allocate one of its most 
energetic and successful mie ionaries 
to the task of distributing ite publica- 
tions. Should the Christian Litera- 
ture Society and other publishing 
agencies do the rame? Or should 
there be built up some intet- society 
and inter-church distributing agency 
that would organize and push the 
distribution of the litera ute of all of 
the co-onerating agencies? The Mis- 
sion Book Company has dune what it 
could, but it is not adequately financ- 
ed and staffei to render the service 
needed. 


Speaking for China az a whole, the 
Christian movement has failed to 
take advantage of the experience 
gained in other countries in better 
methods of advertising and salesman- 
ship. It is true that conditions in 
China differ widely from those 
abroad, and that plans successful 
elsewhere cannot be taken over en 
bloc in China. Nevertheless, the 
principles underlying the success 
gained in other lands are likely to 


have some sound lessons for us in 
China. 


Another major question which 
should come before the Literature 
Conference is how the Church will 


* — — 


meet the challenge of the Thousand 
Character campaign and of the rapid 
spread of literacy in China that is to 
be expected in the years ahead. Will 
it itself take up the fight against 
illiteracy amongst its own con- 
stituency, and will it make more 
adequate plans to reach some of the 
many tens of thousands of persons 
who through learning to read the 
Thousaud Characters will be accessi- 
ble to the Gospel through the priated 
page? Again, is the Church going to 
stand by and see the graduates of ite 
educational institutions drift away 
from the Christian Church and 
Christian life because she fails to use 
to the utmost the opportunities that 
are here through Chrietian literature 
to retain their loyalty to the Chris- 
tian causeP No greater opportunity 
has, we believe, ever come Ww the 
Church in any country or in any 
period of ite history to reach vast 
numbers of peuple through the writ- 
ten page. The fields are indeed white 
in China for a literary harvest. Shall 
we enter and reap, or shall we be 
satisfied with thinge as they are and 
lose our day of opportunity! 


Thore who are arranging for the 
conference have but one desire, 
namely, that it may ina worthy way 
contribute to a solution of some of the 
very practical problems which face us 
all, aud show the way by which 
through the best use of all available 
rosour es, both spiritual and material, 
we may make some real advance and 
restore Christian literature again to 
the position of influence in the 
Christian movement in China which 
it once held. 


CO-OPERATION AND 
UNION 


The way to Church union 


The Rt. Rer. Charles H. Brent, in 
the sermon preached shortly before 
his death, at Canterbury Cathedral 
at the enthronement of the Archbish- 
op, November 25, 1928, said, among 
other things: 


As a boy, I was brought up in the 
strictest sect of the Pharisees. I now, 
in the closing days of my life, look 
upon it as one of wy chief sins that 
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2 I failed then to recognize in the 
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members of the Free Churches 
brothers beloved. I honestly thought 
that covenant with God was an ex- 
ternal and formal thing, purely a 
matter of theological concept and 
ecclesiastical order, and that all out- 
side the Church of England, on the 
right hand and left, could be saved 
only by a special act of God’s mercy. 
If we judge the tree by its fruits, the 
same Faint liness grows on the diff- 
erent branches of the church 
universal, and the same potentialities 
of goodness reside in all. 


“We should endeavor to discover 
and openly admit the strong features 
of communions separate from our 
own. This is good strategy for battle. 
General Grant used to look for the 
strenath of the opposing army and 
not discount it. If this is good 
Strategy for war, it is equally good 
strategy for peace. It is only in this 
way that mutual respect between the 
churches can be developed. 


“We should cultivate that breadth 
of vision which breeds a loyalty that 
is firet of all true to the great Church 
Catholic, and oaly in the next place 
to our own communion. This is far 
from the spirit of indifferentiem 
which professes loyalty to a great 
ideal in general, but ie loyal to noth- 
ing in particular. It is rather the 
spirit which, being well rooted in 
faith in Christ as revealed in our own 
Christian group, is freed to study 
and to rejoice in the manifestations 
of God's Spirit wherever they may 
be. 


Methodists and Presbyterians 
in the US. A. consider 
Church union 


An important conference was held 
in Pittsburgh, January 30, attended 
by thirteen official representatives of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
by ten members of the Department 
of Church Co-operation and Union of 
the General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church in the U. 8. A. This con- 
ference was the result of unanimous 
action taken by the Methodist 
General Conference at Kansas City 
last May and received by the Presby- 
terian General Assembly while it was 
in session at Tulsa. 


Of this meeting Dr. 8. L. Mudge, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., writes: 


The Methodist action was as 
follows: 


The Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of Americal, and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, should 
be united. Their purposes are alike, 
and they work in much the same 
territory. Practically their only 
differences now are in details of 
organization, and surely thoge cannot 
justify their remaining apart, for in 
union there would be added strength. 
The Presbyterians have an honorable 
hietcery, and a commendable spirit, 
and they are doing a work of 
magnitude and value beyond mess- 
ure. To be actually united with 
that noble people would be to us a 
joy and an inspiration. We, there- 
fore, urge that overtures be at once 
made looking for early organic union, 
without reservation or condition. ’ 


The Presbyterian General Ass- 
embly voted: 


That thie communication be 
referred to the Department of Church 
Co-operation and Union for such 
conference as may be found advisable 
in the course of the year with the 
commission of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and that report be 
made to the next General Assembly.’ 


‘After an all-day session, the 
Pittsburgh Conference of January 30 
referred to a hint committee of ite 
members the matter of preparing a 
statement embodyirg the resulta of 
the dey’s conferences, and the follow- 
ing was reported back by the com- 
mittee and unanimously adopted as 
the Findings of the Conference: 


By authority of the actions of the 
General Conference of the Methodist 
Epiecopal Church and of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. 8. A., recognizing the 
obligation of the organic unity of the 
Churches, which rest immovably on 
the rock of Christ, this Conference of 
the Commissions appointed by the 
Methodist Episcopal General Confer- 
ence and of the Department of 
Co-operation and Union of the 
Presbyterian Church, to which the 
consideration of the matter of the 


organic union of these two churches 
was referred, has taken up ite task. 
It rejoices in the duty assigned to it. 
It recognizes the difficulties in the 
way, but it cherishes thia ideal of 
organic unity as the goal to which we 
are bound to direct our earnest and 
immediate effort, and it expresses its 
resolute purpose to proceed at ones to 
the consideration of the practicability 
and method of the organic union of 
the two churches which it represente. ’ 


“It was voted to provide 
immediately for the appointment of 
two committees, one to consider the 
questions of polity and doctrine 
involved, andthe other to consider 
the questions of the administrative 
work and property interests of the 
two churches, to report to oa later 
meeting of this Conference. 


It was voted aleo to advise the 
Boards of Home and Foreign Missions 
of the two churches of the conviction 
of this Conference that it should be 
the continued aim of these Boards 
and of the two churches to promote 
co-operation and unity in work, and 
to support so far as possible the effort 
for the organic union of all the 


evangelical churches on the mission 
fields.’’ 


THE METHODIST CHURCH 
MOVES FORWARD IN 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


The Religious Education con- 
ference held in Shanghai Feburary 
26 to March 2, and attended by 
carefully chosen teachers of religious 
education from each conference of 
the Mei I Mei Hwei (Methodist 
Episcopal North), represents a really 
serious attempt on the part of one 
denomination in China to make a 
thorough study of its problem of 
religious education and to make plans 
for its work during a period of years. 


Preparations for the conference 
included bringing from America one 
of the Church’s ablest workers in the 
field of religious education, and from 
each conference in China the person 
appointed by the Church to devote 
his fall time to religious educational 
work. A limited number of others 
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were present by invitation, and the 
conference was called to review the 
situation in the Methodist Church 
and to make definite plans for this 
quadrennium. 


The results of the conference are 
embodied in a 45-page bulletin under 
the title Program of Religious 
Education for the Methodist Epis 
copal Church in China, 1928-31.”’ 


Definite plans are suggested for the 
local Church, the Home Sunday 
School, Daily Vacation Schools, 
Young People’s Work, and Primary 
and Middle Schools. It is part of 
the genius of Methodism that it 
thinks concretely in terms of what it 
considers attainable goals by each of 
the agencies at ite disposal, and that 
it follows up programs adopted at its 
meetings. This report ie suggestive 
for other Church bodies not e highly 
organized nor with such efficient 
supervisory machinery. 


The local Church. The program 
makes the local Church the primary 
unit in religious education. It saye: 
local Church should think of itself 
as an educatioual inetitution. Christian 
religious education is the task of 
the church; its central effort chould be in 
thie direction. All the officers and 
workers of the church should consider 
themacleca as Chridian educators—the 
pastor in his preaching; the Sunday 
school superintendent in administering 
the school; the Bible woman inher per- 
sonal work; and the teachers in their 
teaching. 


All of these are urged to hold in 
mind and constantly emphasize the 
following points: 


At some time in the process of 
religious education the pupil must be 
brought face to face with the necessity 
of definite acknowledgwent of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, and of his 
purpose to follow at whatever cost 
His way of life.’’ 


It is chiefly through worehip that 
we come into conscious fellowship 
with God. We should constantly 
think of worship as the central ele- 
ment in relizious education and 
should strive by every means to bring 
about those conditions of spirit and 
atmosphere in the Sunday school and 
in public worship that make real 
worship possible.“ 


Only a Christ-like person can lead 


children and young people to become 
Christ-like.“ 


We learn much more largely by 
doing than by hearing. Without 
response on the part of the pupil 
there ie no learning. Instruction is 
most effective when it is a co-opera- 
tive process between teacher and 
pupil in which free discussion plays a 
central part. The program of study 
should include not only the Bible but 
also the application of the principles 
of the Gospel to present day life and 
conditions, the problems which pupils 
confront in daily liring.“ 


Religion inthe home. The following 
minimum goals are suggested: 


1. A Christian picture in each 
home. 


2. An approved book in each 
home. 


8. Regular family devotional life 
in each home, including family 
prayer, grace at meals and the bed- 
time story hour with small children. 


4. Fach child of Christian parents 
baptised. 


5. Each baptized child of Higher 


Primary School age as a member of 
the Chureb. 


6. “The Young People's Friend“ 
in the home of every church member. 


The Sunday School. The program 
for the Sunday school includes: All 
our constituency in the Sunday echool. 


A Sunday school in every Church. 


All Church Sunday schools and, as 
far as possible, all Neighborhood Sunday 


schools should be graded and should offer . 


graded courees of instruction. 


All Sunday schools should place 
special emphasis on worship. 


Every Sunday school should main- 
tain a training claes at least twelve 
weeks each year for the study of the 
standard training course. 


In addition to the training classes 
there should be teachers’ meetings in 
the local churches. 


Kach Conference Board of Religious 
Education should establieh at least 
one model school or demonstration 
school under the supervision of 
the Secretary of Religious Education. 


— 


Each Conference should test out its 
new materials and methods in at 
least one experimental center. 


There follows a list of minimum 


requirements of a good Sunday 
school. 


Sunday school curricula materials, 


Available materials for the Sunday 
schools are insufficient and uneatis- 
factory. The need for more and 
better materiale is felt generally 
throughout our Church in China. 
Isolated efforts are being made in the 
direction of supplying the needs, 
The Hangchow Conference of 1928, 
under the auspices of the National 
Christian Council, made a valuable 
summery of available and needed 
literature, and took preliminary steps 
toward supplying certain needs. This 
effort is commended and encouraged. 
Certain areas, notably West China, 
are moving in the direction of local 
production of materials. Thie activ- 
ity is commended, but the conviction 
is recorded that there should be co- 
ordination in order to avoid duplica- 
tion of effort and co-operation in the 
interest of the largest usefulness of 
the materials produced.“ 


The Curriculam Committee of the 
Church was authorized t outline a 
standard curriculum for the Sanday 
schools. A se:ies of graded lessons 
was regarded as of first importance. 


Leadership training. Another sorely 
felt need expreseed during the week 
was for better trained teachers. To 
help meet this need a standard train- 
ing course, which has already secured 
widespread adoption in other parts of 
the world, was approved. 


The bulletin contains a valuable 
list of Chinese books for the use of 
religious educational teachers. This 
list was approved for the use of the 
Church in its work. It is classified 
under such headings as: ‘“‘Principles 
of Teaching“, The New Testa- 
ment’’ The Old Testament“, The 
Meseage and Program of the Christian 
Religion“, The Organization and 
Administration of the Educational 
Work of the Local Church’’, The 
Life of Christ“, Worship and the 
Training of the Devotional Life’’, 
Child Study ’’, ete. 
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The Chairman of the Committee on 
Religious Education of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church is Mr. Samson 8. 
Ding, who can be addressed at Tiang 
Poo Tau, Foochow, or the Mission 
Book Company, Shanghai. 


VISITORS FROM ABROAD 
Board Secretaries 


Dr. Frank D. Gamewell, who for 
the past few years has been acting as 
secretary for China of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North, is visiting 
China again in order to keep in close 
touch with the developments in this 
country so that the remaining years 
of his service for China, though spent 
in America, may be of largest help. 


Dr. Gamewell cametoChina nearly 
fifty years ago. Hie later years in 
this country were devoted to educa- 
tional work in connection with the 
China Christian Educational Associa- 
tion, of which for a number of years 
he served as General Secretary. 


The Director of the Basel Mission, 
Dr. Hartenstein, and the Inspector 
of the Mission, Dr. Oehler, are at this 
time in South China visiting the sta- 
tions of the Mission, which are chiefly 
among the Hakkas of Kwangtung. 


The Rev. C. K. Wilson of the Eng- 
lish Baptist Missionary Society and 
Mr. Parker Gray, chairman of 
the Baptist Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement, are also on a tour of in- 
spection of the work of their Society 
in China. They are due to arrive in 
Tsingtao about the middie of April 
and are expecting to attend the North 
China Regional Retreat Conference. 


All of the above have been invited 
~ attend the annual meeting of the 
U. 


Canon B. H. Streeter 


Canon B. H. Streeter, well known 
to many of the readers of the Bulletin 
through his books on religious and 
theological subjects, such as Found- 
ations’’, Concerning Prayer, 
„Spirit, Reality“ and Adven- 
ture, is visiting the Far East this 


year. He comes as a delegate from 

* Great Britain to the Institute of 

~ Pacific Relations to be held in Japan 


in Ostober. At the request of certain 
groups in China he has agreed to 
spend the greater part of the latter 
half of the year in China. 


Canon Streeter has accepted an 
invitation of the Kuling Conference 
committee to be the main conference 
speaker this year. The conference 
extends from July 28 to August 3. 


He will also be present at a series 
of retreats for selected groups of 
Christian workers and others. These 
are being arranged by various com- 
mittees in the centers which Canon 
Streeter ie to visit. 


He is due to arrive in Shanghai by 
tho Empress of France’’ on July 12, 
and to leave on the 23rd for Kuling, 


where it is expected that he will 


spend from July 25 to August 25, and 
where, in addition to the missionary 
conference, two ‘‘retreate’’ with smal! 
groups of Christian leaders are being 
planned. 


Other centers included in Canon 
Streeter’s echedule are Tientsin, 
September 8-14; Peiping, September 
15 te October 15; Shanghai, November 
13-20; Nanking November 21.27; 
Canton, December 1-18; Hongkong, 
December 14-20. All dates are ap- 
proximate only. The month from 
the middle of October to the middle 
of November will be occupied by the 
trip to Japan. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America 


The meeting in Detroit, January 
15-18, of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America was one of 
particular interest to Christian 
workers in China as it received and 
considered the report of the Com- 
mission on Mission Policies and 
Methods in China, appointed in 
February 1928 by the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel of the Foreign 
Mission Boards of North America. 


The commission, 
twenty-five members, was a very 
representative one. Its main gather- 
ing was held at Hartford, Conn., 
June 1-4. Some eighteen Chinese 
and missionaries from China were 


composed of 


present and participated on equal 
terms in the discussions. The topics 
discussed were those one would ex- 


pect at a meeting of this nature at the 
present time. 


The report of the Foreign Missions 
Conference contains: 


(1) Statement in regard to Trends 
of Thought at the Hartford Gathering. 
In this, among other things, em- 
phasis was laid upon the need of 
developing a more adequate Christian 
literature. The report states that: 
“The development of literature, it 
was felt, has been badly neglected. 
Christian forces have of late not made 
nearly as effective use of the printed 
page as have the Communists and 
Nationalists. Moreover, with the 
greatest intellectual ferment in pro- 
grees that China has ever known, and 
a great flood of literature issuing on 
religion, philosophy and science, 
Christians are devoting proportion- 
ately lees thought and energy to this 
phase of the presentation of their 
faith than they did thirty years ago. 


(2) Resolutions formulated at the 
Hariford gathering. Under Aid to 
the Church in China’’, after urging 
a careful study of the Jerusalem 
message on pages 33-34 of the official 
findings, the report says: In con- 
formity with these statements, the 
boards take such action as will leave 
no doubt that they recognize the 
right of the Church in China to 
determine as freely as do the Church- 
es in North America their own 
forms of government and worship, 
expressions of faith and fields of 
activity, as the truth is revealed to 
them by the Spirit of God. 


“Acting in the spirit of full part- 
nership in the enterprise of pro- 
claiming Christ, they so modify, if 
necessary, their missionary admini- 
stration as to make available for the 
Church in China their best spirtual 
contribution. This should be done 
both by interchange of personnel and 
hy sharing in the expenses to such an 
extent and in such ways as will wisely 
promote the development of free and 
vital Christian churches in China.“ 


In the section on The Foreign 
Missionary and the Chinese Cburch’’ 
the following statements 
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“Convinced that the greatest con- 
tribution of the older Churches wil! 
continue to be as it has been in the 


past the consecrated lives of the men 


and women and that the understand- 
ing and sympathy of the Churches of 
North America for Churches of North 
America for China has been largely 
due to the foreign missionary, the 
Chinese Church has emphasized in its 
requests its need for continued as- 
mistance and its desire for the con- 


tinued gift of life, in order to take 


advantage of the developing opportu- 
nities in China. 


While, however, it cannot be too 
emphatically stated that these gather- 
ings of the Chinese Church have given 
unequivocal expression to the need of 
continuance of the foreign mission- 
ary, they have been just as emphatic 
in their desire that the missionary 
should work under the direction of 
and in full eympathy and cooperation 
with the Chinese Church. 


This desire of the Chinese Church 
should be recognized in the considera- 
tion of all questions as to the namber 
and kind either of missionaries who 
should be returned to China or of 
new wissionaries sent out.“ 


The following suggestions are added 
to the above: 


That while the call to missionary 
service in China or eleewhere is a call 
to life service, yet an essential quali- 
fication for effective service is ability 
to work harmoniously with fellow- 
workers, Chinese and foreign. 


That in addition to those who go 
to China fur regular missionary work 
as a life service there is a large and 
growing place for extended visits of 
experienced pastors and teachers and 
other leaders in the various phases of 
Christian life and thought. 


That wherever the Chinese Church 
is as yet too unorganized to direct 
effectively the work of the mission- 
ary, such direction should be given 
by co-operative committees on which 
there should be an adequate Chinese 
representation. 


That missionaries should be 
returned at the request of the con- 
stituted authorities on the field after 
consultation with the group with 
whom they will work. 


The new missionaries should be 
erent out upon epecific request of the 
Chinese Church bodies or of such 
other bodies as are working in 
relationship with the Home Boards. 


(8) Recommendations of the Com- 
mission to be considered by the Boards 
having work in China. These follow 
in the main the point of view that 
found expression in the Jerusalem 
Meeting. After quoting the Jerusalem 
finding in regard to Church Union, 
the commission gces on to say: 


“With fall confidence that the 
Spirit of God will continue w guide 
the churthes in China and in har- 
mony with the above findings, we 
suggest that wherever they have not 
already done so, the boards make 
clear to the churches in China to 
which they are related their recogni- 
tion of the full freedom of these 
churches to determine their own 
relationship with other Christian 
bodies. 


The commission, while sympathet- 
jc to Chinese desire for diert com- 
munication with the boards of foreign 
missions, felt that the boards’ wish to 
seek the desire of their own mission- 
ary representatives in China was 
both natural and reasonable. The 
statement reads as follows:— 


As the Chinese-Church develops, 
it becomes clearly desirable that this 
Church should increasingly and more 
rapidly become the sole governing 
body of all Christian work related to 
it. As such it should be in a position 
to express itself freely on all matters 
that are its concern and have free 
channels of communication with all 
co-operating bodies. In communica- 
ting with the boards in North 
America, either directly or through 
a mission“, it will be readily 
understood that the boards naturally 
desire to have the advice of their own 
representatives on the field, but it 
should also be made clear that such 
action of the missionaries does not 
prevent the statements of the Chinese 
Church from reaching the board.“ 


In regard to unoccupied areas, it 
is recommended that the Churches 
in North America and in China be 
called to earnest prayer and effort in 
order that our Lord's commission, 
that His goepel be preached every- 
where, ehall be speedily fulfilled. 
Further, it is desired that the 
missions and the National Christian 
Council of China give advice to the 
boards as to the opening of new 
fields and as to the co-operation 
required from North America. 


On the subject of Christian 
Literature the report states: 


“It is evident that the Christian 
movement in China is inadequately 
provided with literature, and large 


sums should be secured by boards for 


expenditure in meeting that need. 
But in our opinion the need is so 
urgent at thie critical hour that we 
recommend that funds be released for 
& more comprehensive program of 
preparation and distribution of 
literature, even if the emphasis on 
some other projects must be 
temporarily lessened.’’ 


Missionary Supply and 
Demand 


It is difficult to find out what the 
total losses have been in the mission- 
ary body in China during the past 
few years. Bishop Birney reports a 
total lows in his mission of 50 per 
cent. of ite foreign staff during the 
past quadrennium, 40-per cent. of 
these losses occurring daring the past 
two years. This would appear to be 
a considerably larger proportion than 
has taken place in most missions. 
We know of one large Society which 
is adding to its missionary staff. But 
most have lost in the number of 
missionariee—some _ heavily. Nor 
are these losses confined to China, aa 
shown conclusively by a report which 
has just reached us of an important 
conference held in the U.S.A., Janu- 
ary 31 to February 8 of this year, on 
the subject of the recruiting, selection 
and preparation of missionaries. 


The report contains the following 
table in regard to the number of new 
student volunteers for missionary 
service and the number of new miss- 


ionaries sailing. In general, a period 
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of from five to six years elapses be- 
tween the time of volunteering and 
tbat of sailing: 


* New Student New Missiona- 
ear Volunteers _—riea sailing 
1917 1,376 673 
1918 1,413 614 
1919 1,789 895 
1920 2.783 1.731 
1921 2.318 1,620 
1922 2,009 1,123 
1923 1,471 1,109 
1924 1,292 1,062 
1925 764 986 
1926 506 728 
1927 388 588 
1928 252 — 


During the current year, the 
various foreign missionary agencies 
of the United States and Canada have 
listed calls for 1,186 men and women. 
Of these, 432 are marked provisional, 
which means that while the Boards 
would like to send out 1,186 workers, 
financial provision has thus far been 
made for only 754, an increase of 34 
over 1928. Of the 754 bona fide calls 
for the year, 70 per cent. come to us 
from ten major Missionary Boards. 


Calle for teachers or education- 
alists head the list with a total of 484 
(340 being calls for women) out of 
the gross total of 1,186. General 
ordained, or evangelistic missionaries 
(men) are needed to the number of 
281. General or evangelistic and 
social service women workers are 
wanted to the number of 162. Calls 
for women doctors outnumber the 
calls for men doctors, 130 to 82; while 
calls for women to do miscellaneous 


tasks outnumber similar calls for men, 
25 to 22. 


At the present time, interest in 
volunteering among students in North 
America seems to be on the 
increase. The number of students 
volunteering during January 1929 is 
double the number of last January. 
The increase in inquiries from stud- 
ents leads one to believe that this 
increase in volunteering will con- 
tinue. 


Among the influences bearing upon 


the declining rate of missionaries 
— offering themselves for foreign service 
the following reasons are given: 


(1) 4 widespread uncertainty 
among students as the future of the 
foreign missionary enterprise. The 
presence at home of so many 
furloughed missionaries and especial- 
ly the recent exodus from China, 
together with the unfavorable at- 
titudes of some foreign students now 
studying in America, has increassed 
this uncertainty. 


(2) A lack of religious conviction 
among our young people; an uncer- 
tainty as to their Christian message. 
This is not peculiar to student groups, 
it is a characteristic of general re- 
ligious thought to-day. 


(8) Students are seriously ques- 
tioning whether they can really make 
their greatest contribution to their 
generation through foreign miesion- 
ary service, and many are looking to 
other channels for Christian inter- 
national service. 


The conference stated that in the 
light of the changed relationships be- 
tween the younger and older church- 
es the following types of leaders 
will be even in greater demand than 
in the past; 


(1) Mature leaders who will act 
in an advisory capacity serving 
especially in institutions where 
English ie the spoken language. 


(2) Specialists who wil! enlist for 
life service. 


(8) Short term workers to serve 
in connection with the many educa- 
tional and other institutions. 


In thie connection the statement 
made by Dr. David Yui at a meeting 
of the China Commission appointed 
by the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel at its meeting on February 
15, 1929, is of interest:— 


“China has turned the corner and 
is now entering upon the period of 
reconstruction. I wish to stress the 
importance, yes, the urgency, of the 
Christian forces of the world coming 
at once to realize the very unique 
opportunity that is oursin China to- 
day. Those who are familiar with 
the history of Christian work in 
Japan will remember that there was 
a time in ber recent history when the 
Christian movement was given its 
best opportunity as well as its 


— 


greatest challenge. The church failed 
to rise Ww this opportunity. In 
China to-day it is facing the same 
kind of challenge, only many times 
greater. It isto be hoped that the 
Christians will not be caught sleep- 
ing. Irefer more especially to the 
Chinese Christians, but their number 
is not great enough and their leaders 
are too few to accomplish the task 
alone; we depend on Christian friends 
in other lands to co-operate with us. 


"* Enemies of China and the Christian 
movement Rate sought to spread the 
impression that the Chinese Christions no 
longer feel the need of missionaries. 
This ta a falee idea, and if followed 
would lead fo the death of the Chriatian 
movement in China, as Chinese leader- 
ship is not strong enough to carry on 
alone We hope that our Christian 
friends in Canada and in Europe and 
America will not fall into the trap 
which has been laid for them by our 
enemies, but will keep their eyes open 
and will do all they can to strengthen 
the Christian forces in China. The 
process of building the new China is 
going right ahead, and going ahead 
much faster than you and I can pos- 
sibly realize. Therefore we have no 
time to lose and we must take action 
immediately. I think 1 represent 
not only the views of my Christian 
friends, but also of many non-Christ- 
ian Chinese when | say that we shal! 
be glad to receive back old mission- 
aries to China and to welcome new 
missionaries who may come to help 
us. There may have to be some 
readjustment in relationships and in 
lines of work; but such neceseary for 
readjustment should not discourage 
either the return of old mievionaries 
or the recruiting of new ones. 


Enlarged Meeting of The 
N.C.C. in India 


The report of the enlarged meeting 
of the Indian National Christian 
Council, held in Madras December 29 
to January 2, has just been received. 


The Council increased its member- 
ship at this meeting to double its usual 
size so as to widen its influence in 
bringing to the churches in India the 
results of the meeting of the Inter- 
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national Missionary Council at Jeru- 
salem. Dr. John R. Mott, the chair- 
man of that Council, was present 
throughout the meeting. 


The various topics treated at Jeru- 
salem were discussed, but no special 
findings seem to have been adopted, 
excepting in regard to tbe Relations 
between the Older and Younger 
Churches.’’ 


A few extracts from this report will 
be of interest to friends in China: 


The Christian Message 


The Rev. John McKenzies one of 
the delegates to Jerusalem, said: In 
regard to the Jerusalem statement 
there are many outside the Church 
who would accept nearly all that is 
containedin it. Men are being drawn 
to Jesus Christ, but not to the Church. 
They do not believe that there is any 
necessary connection between Him 
and the Church. The life of the 
Church—ol both its Indian and Euro- 
pean members—is keeping many peo- 
ple back. As a consequence of this 
in some parte of India we are in a 
position of stalemate; accessions to 
the Christian Church have almost 
ceased. And yet the need for the 
Christian Society is clear. In some 
parts groups are being formed which 
serve in some degree as substitutes 
for the Church but which can never 
replace it. In any association of 
human beings it is almost inevitable 
that unworthy elements should ap- 
pear, but it is tragic when these ele- 


ments keep people away from the 
Body of Christ.“ 


Religious Education 
Another delegate, Mies McDougall, 
Principal of the Women’s Chrietian 
College, stated: India is very deeply 
concerned with the Finding of the 
Jerusalem Council which urges that 
Government education, which must 
necessarily be the largest element in 
the education of the country, must be 
based on religion, even though that 
religion is not Christian. This opens 
up very serious questions, and we may 
feel grave miegivings when we consid- 
er the sensitive and costly nature of 
the material on which the experiment 
must be tried. But though some 
aspects of Hinduism are such as would 


be injurious to children, yet we must 
trust that if the responsibility is laid 
upon Hindu parents and teachers to 
formulate the teaching which must be 
given to their children at echool, 
their love and care for them will expe! 
the lower elements of Hinduism from 
the school lessons, and that their 
search for suitable doctrines may pro- 
duce a spiritual awakening and arouse 
a sense of spiritual need. India has 
already proclaimed on many occasions 
and in many ways her desire that the 
education of children should be 
founded on religion.“ 


Older and Younger Churches 


Among the findings on this subjec 
we would quote the followings: 


The older Churches have the glory 


organization and change their proce- 
dure so as to give the fullest scope for 
the self expression of the Indian 
Church. But this recasting does not 
mean the rigid adoption of any sin- 
gle echeme of devolution. Each 
scheme must be adapted to the stage 
of development which the congrega- 
tions concerned have reached; and 
schemes may vary even in the same 
aren. It is also wise to state the 
fundamental fact that devolution in 
in itself does not create spiritual life. 
It only enlarges the field for the 
exercise of spiritual gifte. Without 
the spirit of Christ working in the 
persons concerned every such scheme 
must break down. 


“It would be disastrous to the 
Indian Church if the idea should get 
abroad that devolution means that 


of being channels of life to the young-/ there will be no further need for 


er and the joy of receiving enrich- 
ment of life from the faith of the 
younger churches and their fellowship 
in the service of their common Lord. 
They are not their rulers, but their 
hel pera in counsel and work: not their 
directors but channels of life ever 
growing as it is even given. And all 
their arrangements should be directed 
to this one end that the life of the 
younger Church should have full 
scope to develop and the Gospel of 
Christ free course in every land. 
And it ia with that supreme purpose 
alone in view that the National 
Christian Council discusses in the 
following findings the relations be- 
tween the younger and older Church- 
es. 


The goal which we set before our- 
selves is that the control and direc- 
tion of all the work and organization of 
any communion in a given area shall 
be by the body of the Christians of the 
communion of the area, of whatever 
race they may be. The conscious 
pursuit of this goal is of vital import- 
ance to the growth of the Church, and 
its progress should never be retarded 
on the plea that the work of the or- 
ganization was originally started, or 
even for a time was, or must in the 
future continue to be, financed by the 
foreign missionary body. This for- 
ward movement must not be limited 
only to self-supporting work and 


‘organizations. Church and Mission 


should be prepared to recast their 


Missionaries from the older Churches. 
There are vast areas of India yet 
unevangelized, and it must be long 
before the Indian Church can supply 
the workers needed for this task. The 
younger Churches will etill ask the 
older Churches to send miesionaries 
for unoceupied area. They also ask 
for their own area workers trained 
for higher education and for such 
epectal forms of service in village and 
town as fostering elementary educa- 
tion, training ministers aud teachers, 
for medical work and, not least, for 
work among women; and there are 
still many opportunities for mission- 
aries both men and women to render 
spiritual help in the Church apart 
from the specialized tasks enumerated 
above. Again, there are certain 
cases where the older Churches would 
by supplying the salary of an indig- 
enous worker serve the Church better 
than by sending out missionaries. 
But if the Church is to develop its own 
life it ehould be remembered that the 
continuance or withdrawal of mis- 
sionaries as well as their original 
mission should be decided in consult- 
ation between the indigenous and the 
sending Churches.“ 


„It is well to state that so far the 
Indian Church has not succeeded in 
developing very much specifically In- 
dian thought in the interpretation of 
Christian trutb; and much of what 
we say here must be in the nature of 
anticipation as to what the future 
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may produce. And certainly much 
remains to be done. Above all it is 
needfulthat the Indian Church should 
be baptized into a deep spiritnal 
life before it can feel under necessity 
be inte: pret that experience in fresh 
terme, ‘Thus only can there be pro- 
duced in the Church an increasing 
number of persons with minds trained 
to express clearly and accurately 
spiritual truth. But if this freeh in- 
terpretation is to be distinctly Indian, 
the community generally and its 
leaders in particular must more and 
more take their share in the national 
heritage. 


“Tt cannot be said that the Church 
in India has developed anything dis- 
tinctivein the matterofworship. We 
note thatin different parts of India 
definite attempts have been made to 
foster Indian methods of devotion 
and especially that increasing use is 
being made of Indian music and 
Indian hymns in the regular public 
worship in many parts of the country. 
Real advance cannot, however, be 
expected until the treasury of devo- 
tion already existing in India has 
been more fully explored and more 
thought has been given to the pro- 
blem of framing services of worship 
and devotion which will evoke the 
highest response in the hearts of the 
Indian people.“ 


Correction : 
Work of Augustana Synod 
Mission 


We are asked to state that the 
work of the Augustana Synod field 
covers fifteen counties in Central 
Honan, and is far more widespread 
than would seem to be indicated in 
the reference to the work of thie 
Mission in the January Bulletin. 
(P. 10). 


The Missionary Research 
Library, New York 


The cost of maintaining this 
valuable Missionary Research Library 
at the headquarters «f the Committee 
of Reference and Council in New 
York led the Foreign Miesionary 
Corference in January to remove it 
to Union Theologica] Seminary. It 
is expected that all essential elements 


in the present service of the library 
will be continued in the new 
headquarters, and it is hoped that by 
the removal this service may be 
enriched. in certain ways. It will 
make this extremely valuable collec- 
tion more readily available for 
students on Morningside Heights. 


The Foreign Missions Cunference 
retains title to the library but the 
work will be administered under a 
joint committee represeting both the 
Seminary and the conference. The 
technical staff of the library, Mr. 
Charlee H. Fabs, director, and Mies 
Hollis W. Hering, librarian, who 
have been with the Missionary 
Research Library since its founding, 
will c»ntinue to be in charge after 
its transfer to ite new home. 


MOVEMENTS OF 
SECRETARIES 


Dr. and Mie. Hodgkin left Shanghai 
on February 6th traveling via Siberia 
to England, having terminated their 
eervice with the National Christian 
Council. The following resolution 
was adopted by the Executive Com- 
mittee at ite meeting of January 24t!: 


It je with genuine regret that the 
time has come for the Council to bid 
Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin farewell as 
they are about to leave China for 
England and Awerica. The Council 
will always remember with thankful- 
nessa having eecured the services of 
Dr. Hodgkin in 1922 when the 
Council was first organized During 
these intervening years Dr. Hodgkin 
has rendered very effective and 
faithful service and has made con- 
spicuous contributions to the enrich- 
ment of the life of the Christian 
Church in China at large, and the 
National Christian Council in par- 
ticular. His departure from our 
midst will inevitably create such a 
gap as will not be easily filled. His 
Christian statesmanshipandsympath- 
etic understanding, his far-seeing 
vision and personal devotion, have 
always Leen a source of real joy and 
inspiration to his many friends and 
fellow-workers. The Council wishes 
to put on record its indebtedness and 


gratitude to Dr. Hodgkin for the 
invaluable service he has rendered to 
the Council during the past six or 
seven years, and its sincere prayer 
that his future work for the Christian 
Cause abroad will prove to be 
even more successful and blessed of 
God than before, To both Dr. and 
Mre. Hodgkin we wish Godspeed 
and journeying mercies as they 
proceed to their new sphere of labour 


for the extension of the Kingdom of 
God.“ 


Bishop Roots further voiced deep 
appreciation by the Council of the 
services of Dr. Hodgkin regret at his 
departure, and Dr. Hodgkin expressed 
hie appreciation of the opportunity 
afforded by the Council for service. 


Dr. Cheng attended an interchurch 
retreat at Wuhu on February 19-26th. 
On March 13th he went with Mr. 
Loberstine to Canton in attendance 
on the South China Retreat Confer- 
ence, in which he had change of the 
devotional sessions. April 1-7 he 
was in Tsinan, attending the Synod- 
ical Conference of the Church of 
Christ in China. On April 2let he 
left Shanghai to attend the Retreat 
Conferences in Mukden, Peiping and 
Hankow. 


Mr. Lobenatine has been acting 
during the past few months as execu- 
tive secretary for the Regional Retreat 
Conferences, and with Mr. Cito for the 
Annual Meeting of the Council. A 
large part of the arrangements for 
these meetings have, of necessity, 
een made by correspondence, but 
two trips have been made to Honeg- 
kong and Canton. He will be attend- 
ing the Retreat Conferences at 
Peiping, Hankow and Shanghai. 


Rev. X. T. Chung was invited to 
lead the devotional services and held 
in the discussion at the Annual 
Meeting of the Mid-Fukien Confer- 
ence, Church of Christ, at Ingtai, a 
city located on the Upper Ming River. 
On his return to Foochow he was 
speaker and guest at the Anglican 
Synod, Fukien, Spring Conference, 
Fukien Christian Council, Christian 
Students' Spring Conference, etc. 
He will be in and around Shanghai 
until June giving his time to the pre- 
paration of the East China Retreat 


Sie 
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Conference, making short visite in 
Kiangsu region, and in attendance at 
the Annual Meeting. 


Mrs F. L. Chang, Rural Work Sec- 
retary, visited South China January 
9-25 in company with Mr. Lobenstine 
in preparation for the Regional Re- 
treat Conference. February 23 to 
March ist he attended the Rural 
Pastor's Conference called by the 
School of Theology of Cheeloo Univer- 
sity at Teinan. March 5-28 was spent 
largely in Canton in further prepara- 
tion for the South China Conference, 
especially working with the Rural 
Church Commission of the Confer- 
ence. On April 15th he left Shang- 
hai for Hankow in preparation for 
the Central China Regional Retreat 
Conference. 


Mise. T. C. Kuan spent January in 
S.oth China, investigating work in 
homes at Hungkong, Canton, Taichen 
and Fushan. On her return to Shang- 
hai she undertouk further work in 
connection with the Home Life Com- 
mittee and that on the Church in 
Worship and Religious Education. 
On April 19 she started on a visit of 
further investigation in Chinkiang 
and vicinity. 


Ree. Dian Fang has been in North 
China since in active preparation for 
the Regional Retreat Conference at 
Peiping. He has spent much time 
in visite and investigations in con- 
nection with the study of the problem 
of Leadership in the Church, which 
is the main theme of that Conference. 


In March and April, Mis Haas 
travelled in Central and Northern 
China, in the interests of the 
Committee on QGhristianizing Econ- 
omic Relations. Nanking, Wuchang, 
Hankow, Changsha, Peking, Tientsin 
and Kaifeng were visited. Miss 
Deng Yu Chih, a member of the 
committee and industrial secretary 
in the V. W. C. A. accompained her 
and rendered invaluable service in 
conferences and addresses. The pur- 
pose of the trip was threefold: 1) To 
get in touch with students and 
Christian workers with a view to 
interesting them in taking up 
industrial work. 2) To discuss with 
pastors and other Christian workers, 
jndividualiy and in groups, which 


might be done in securing a deeper 
realization of the implications of our 
Christian faith in economic life, 
and in discovering practical ways of 
carrying out our faith in everyday 
living, as well as instituting definite 
methods of service in local industrial 
and labor situations. 3) To ascertain 
which is being done by government 
labor departments both municipal 
and provincial, in order to learn how 
volunteer groups may best cooperate 
with or supplement the work of 
government agencies. The child 
labor slides were shown repeatedly 
during the trip, and interested many 
who had formerly given little thought 
to the subject. Discussions with 
student groups also proved a valuable 
part of the trip, and indicated a field 
in which much more may be done in 
the future. 


Mr. Gideon Chen has remained in 
the office, in literary work, and in 
active preparation for the Literature 
Conference to be held at Shanghai 
May 17 and 18. 


Mr. Boynton has spent the past 
three months in the office, editing 
the Directory of Protedtant Missions 
1929, the Annual Report and other 
publications in English, with the 
oversight of the office and the 
finances of the Council, He has aleo 
continued to serve as Manager of the 
Missions Building; and as- Treasurer 
of the Council on Health Education. 


— — 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Since January first the following 
1 have been issued by the 
C. O. 


1. Christian Reconstruction. An 
interpretative account of the Sixth 
Annual Meeting of the N. C. C., by 
Dr. Frank Rawlinson. Free on 
application. 


2,8. The Church in China in its 
Relation to the Churches of Europe and 
America. A statement prepared for 
the Jerusalem Meeting by the China 


Delegates. English, 5 cents each, 
postpaid. Chinese, 5 cents each 


postpaid. 


4. China Church Year Book 1928 
(No. 10). The annual year book of 
the Christian movement in China, in 
Chinese. Rev. Diang Fang, editor 
470 pp. 50 cts in paper. (Cloth 
bound edition sold out). 


5,6. Outlines for Discussions on 
Nationalism and Internationaliem. by 
Prof. Donald Roberte. English, 5 
cents each, postpaid, Chinese, 5 
cents each, postpaid. 


7,8. Annual Report. The Sixth 
Annual Meeting of the N. C. C., Oct. 
13-20, 1928. The full proceedings. 
English, 140 pp.; Chinese 102 pp. 
A limited number of copies available 
for free circulation. 


9. Industrial Bulletin No. 18. 
(Chinese) The Bulletin of the Com- 
mittee on Christianizing Eeonomic 
Relations. Free on application. 


10. Weekly Cycle ef Prayer. Sug- 
gestions for a devotional preparation 
for the Regional Retreat Conferences 
and the Seventh Annual Meeting. 
In Chinese. Free on application. 
(First editon exhausted; second in 
prees). 


11. Revised Edition “‘World Mission 
of Chriatianity’’. A re-tranelation of 
the Messages and Recommendations 
of the Jerusalem Meeting. In 
Chinese, 20 cents per copy postpaid. 


In Press are the following: 
Corrected Editions of Nos. 10 
and 11 above. 


12. Call to Seventh Annual Meeting 


(Chinese). Information for members 
of the N. C. C. Free to those 
concerned. 


13. Directory of Protestant Missionar- 
tes in China 1989. edited by Charles 
L. Boynton, to be published in April 
for the N. C. C., by the Kwang Hsueh 
Publishing House, 44 Peking Road, 
Shanghai, to whom orders should be 


addressed. Probable price $1.00 per 


copy, postage 10 cts extra. 


Bibliographies of departmental 
publications have been prepared and 
mimeographed as follows. 


No. 55. List of Industrial Litera- 
2 (in Chinese and English) 
pp. 
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No. 60. List of Home Literature 
(in Chinese and English) 1 p. 


No. 79. Liat of Rural Work 
literature (in Chinese and 
English) 8 pp. 


— — — — 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 
FAMINE RELIEF 


Since the appeal in the China-for- 
Christ Bulletin (Chinese) of the N. C. 


En for famine relief funde, contribu- 
tions have been received as follows: 


2 Federations or groups of 


churches $3643.05 

22 Churches and schools 847.11 
17 Individuals 216.89 
$4206.89 


All of these gifts are separately ac- 
knowledged and a list printed in that 
Bulletin. The funds are being forward- 
ed torough the Treasurer of the China 
Inland Mission for the relief work 
carried on by their missionaries in 
Kansu, except for one grant of $100.00 
to Christian churches in Suiyuan. 


THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 


Theological Seminaries and the 
Christian Message 


The theological colleges in Great 
Britain are showing a deep interest in 
the statement of the Christian Message 
adopted by the Jerusalem Meeting 
and in the papers and discussion 
published in the firet volume of the 
Jerusalem Reports. A call has been 
issued by the Archbishop of York for 
a conference of representatives of 
these theological faculties to be held 
in York on April 2 and 8 to consider 
(1) The Modern Christian Apologetic; 
(2) The Content and Method of 
Religious Education; and (8) The 
Relation of Christianity to In- 
dustrialism. 


These plans were brought to the 
attention recently of the Executive 
Committee of the Association of 
Theological Seminaries in North 
America, and a sub-committee under 
the chairmanship of Dean Luther A. 
Weigle was appojnted to consider the 


question of arranging for a similar 
conference in North America. 


Resolution adopted by the 
Foreign Missions Conference, 
January, 1929 


The Foreign Missions Conference 
has been moved by the strong and 
lacid interpretations of the Council 
beld at Jerusalem, as reneatedly set 
forth in these sessions. Feeling that 
the Mount of Olives experience 
realized last spring by the delegates 
of fifty nations should become the 
vital experience of the Church itself, 
we urge the mission Boards to use 
every resource under Christ, to reach 
the people with the message of 
Jerusalem. 


That serious meeting of missionary 
leaders, drawn from all over the 
world, was as timely for the present 
moment of change and anxiety as 
was the firet missionary council held 
at Jerusalem, when the apostolic 
missionary effort come under the fire 
of Jewish Christians at the home 
base. And those 240 delegates, 
following their Easter on the Mount 
of Olives, went back across the world 
with something of the same radiance 
and faith which characterized the 
firet century dieciples. We are 
strongly convinced that we must take 
every advantage of the message and 
the spiritual experience of Jerusalem 
and press with all there is within us 
for a new crusade of missionary 
teaching here at home, the kind of 
instruction which takes into account 
the important conclusions of the 
Jerusalem meeting. 


We are aware of the disturbing fact 
that in recent years there has been a 
great falling off in the numbers of 
young men and women offering 
themselves for missionary service in 
most churches. This meeting has 
also revealed to us that for several 
years the trend of giving in America 
has been of such a character as to 
cause deep concern. 


We believe it is providential that 
the Jerusalem Council came just at 
this moment and that the great urge 
to prayer, as well as the profound 
implications of this creative gather- 
ing, should challenge all our in- 


tellectual and spiritual resources so 
that there be effected a changed 
psychological attitude of great hosts 
people from that of indifference to 
vital interest and to increase greatly 
the depth of concern on the part of 
those who love and support the work. 


To this end we wish to urge upon 
the mission boards the careful con- 
sideration of every possible means 
for widespread circulation of the 
statements and conclusions of that 
Council, and for the serious discussion 
of the issues which need to be faced: 
We aleo commend the various reports 
relating to the Jerusalem meeting, 
which have come out of the sectional 
meetings held here. These two 
sources of infurmation, together with 
the interpretive books and literature 
prepared by the International Miss- 
jionary Council and the Missionary 
Education Movement, should have 
the greatest possible circulation and 
use among the churches at this critical 
time. 


We would further urge the follow“ 
ing specific considerations: 


(1) That the Committee of Re- 
ference and Counsel so apportion its 
time and energy during the coming 
year as to help the Boards in in- 
terpreting and getting before their 
constituencies the message of the 
Jerusalem Council. 


(2) That the boards study their 
own work and problems in the light 
of the chief emphases of the Jerusalem 
Meeting. 


(3) That the theological seminar- 
ies and other schools for the training 
of Christian leadership, both faculties 
and student bodies, be urged carefully 
to consider the claims of the Jerusalem 
Council utterances. 


We further urge, in conncetion 
with the presentation of the conclus- 
ions and outreach of the Jerusalem 
gathering, that special emphasis be 
laid upon such primary considera- 
tions with their resulting applica- 
tions, as the message of Christianity, 
the motive of our world endeavor, 
the relation of Christian education to 
the spread of Christianity among the 
nations, the growing fellowship and 
cooperation between the older 
shurches of the sending countries and 


7° 
* 
2 * 


— 
— — 


16 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN GOUNCIL 


the younger churches in the lands 
where the message has been taken, 
the problem of race relations, 
Christianity and rural life, and the 
impact of the Gospel upon industrial 
lite and conditions. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


We do not get enough silences ir 
our lives. We talk too much and 
listen too little. Our days are eo full 
of events and our minds 80 full of 
things ! We have too few open 
spaces in which we can get at home 
with ourselves and so bein our 
preparation for being at home with 
God. God is to be found in the 
crowd and in the hearts of men, bot 
Also in the Kill, mall voice, We are 
not to do less of finding Hits in the 
crowd, but more of finding Him in 
the silence. 


We need to yield more often to 
the mood of worship when it steale 
over use. We are eo busy that we run 
on to the next thing. 


We need, too, to do deliberately 
the thing which will help develop in 
us the sense of the invisible and the 
unseen. We need to set our wills 
courageously to cultivate a sense of 
what is just beyond our sight. 


We need to know as many people, 
and as wany different kinds of people, 


— — — 


in our community and our age as we 
can, and to love as deeply as 
possible as many people as possible. 


We shall be helped by making 
habitual use of some great book of 
the soul; and the Bible ie the 
greatest of all books of the soul. 


e need to spend more time in 


meditation, in conscious communion 


with God. 


More than all these, and in them 
all, we need to learn to know Christ 
who reveale God to us, Ww live a 
Christo-centric life instead of an ego- 
centric life. Do we hold to the 
thought of Jesus Christ as the very 
central fact of our life? Then and 
then only does He become for us the 
final reality, more real than all other 
persons. We walk through our dave 
in the abiding sense of His presence. 
God becomes our Father, and as God 
ie Love, in measure as we come to 
know Him, „ are we constrained to 
love to the uttermost. Weare drawn 
out, pulled away from self. Our life 
is in others, whomesoever we meet; 
there will be no respect of kinds or 
types of persone. While we follow 
this course, circumstagces, conditions, 
things matter little. We may even 
exult in difficulty, knowing as we do 
that it produces fortitude; fortitude, 
ripeness of character, and ripeness of 
character, hope; and that this hope 
never disappoints, because God’s love 
for us floods our hearte. 


This is really to live-to know God, 
and Jesus Christ whom He hath 
sent. 


Mabel Cratty 


— — 


Let ue pray that the call issued by 
the Christians gathered in the South 
China conference may be heard and 
responded to by their fellow-Christ- 
jians throughout China, aud that we 
may all be fitted for the greater taske 
that await us. 


Let us pray that we may catch a 
freeh vision of the risen Christ 
commissioning His followers to make 
disciples of all the nations, and that 
the retreat conferences of this spring 
and the Annual Meeting of the N. C. 
. may result in a more rapid and 
more thorough epread of the Christian 
Gospel throughout the whole of 
China. 


let us pray fora deeper spirit of 
Christian unity among all Christians 
in China, and that the N. C. C. may 
be the means of more effective work 
on the part of all those bodies that 
are co-operating in it. 


Let us pray that peace may come 
throughout China, that militarism 
may cease, and that the Christian 
Church may find fresh opportunities 
of service in the moral and spirtual 
reconstruction of the nation. 
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